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Most plant tissues have Potassium-to-sodium 
ratios up to 500:1

Animals need to maintain 1:1 ratios

(Roze 2009)
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• rodenticide

• “harassment” from USFS / timber companies

• increase in mountain lions / fisher

• change in forestry practices

• natural fluctuation

• some other limiting factor

Why aren’t there more porcupines in California?
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“From these records, one can see that 
porcupines were not in the redwood regions of 
Humboldt and Del Norte counties in the early 

days, and probably were absent from the entire 
area prior to the 1900s. If they were, they were 
scarce and probably restricted to the southern 

and southeastern portions of Humboldt County.”

C. F. Yocom, 1971
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Historical accounts of            
Joseph Grinnell

●Animal Life in the Yosemite, 1924
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Why aren’t there more porcupines in California?

• rodenticide

• “harassment” from USFS / timber companies

• increase in mountain lions / fisher

• change in forestry practices

• natural fluctuation / not native

• some other limiting factor



… and everyone who has 
submitted porcupine 

sightings!
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