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Introductions

RICK MILLER, PCA

Rick has been a California PCA since 1986 
35+ years in the industry

Bachelor’s in Environmental Biology & Environmental Studies, 
UCSB, 1980

Master’s in Entomology from 
Oregon State University, 1984

biosys, Inc 1985-1997
SePRO Corp 1997-2005

Corteva agriscience™ (Dow AgroSciences) 2005 - present

Rick Miller 
Corteva Agriscience™ 
Territory Manager for Central & Southern California
Rescue, CA
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Corteva Pasture & Land Management

American Company Focus Research 
& Development

Global Platform Local Experts

Industry-leading expertise, trusted products and state-of-the art technology to help manage the land.

Increasing the productivity and biodiversity of grazing lands and keeping land clear enabling life
to move forward, uninterrupted.
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Why are Roadside Weeds Such a Problem?
Are Herbicides Toxic?
Spraying versus Mowing

Our Agenda

Your Vegetation Management Partners
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DOT Roadside, Northern CA – could be your 
neighborhood?
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DOT Roadside, Northern CA –

10

Uh oh!  
Should have paid 
attention to the
“check engine” 

Light!
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DOT Roadside, Northern CA –
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DOT Roadside, Northern CA –
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DOT Roadside Northern CA
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Corteva Bareground in Zone 1 
bought enough time for
firefighters to arrive and 
prevent another 
Catastrophic fire…

CleanTraxx and Roundup in Zone 1
Capstone in Zone 2
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Riverside County Blaze Over 
41 Square Miles, 
Started by Vehicle August 
2020
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• CHERRY VALLEY, Calif. (KABC) -- The massive 
Apple Fire in Riverside County 

• was started by a vehicle's mechanical 
malfunction, investigators have determined.
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Sacramento Bee October 7, 2018
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Yosemite South Entrance
Ferguson Burn 2018
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Jesusita Fire, Santa Barbara County 2009
Started by a Weed Whacker

• The Jesusita Fire was a wildfire that started 
on May 5, 2009 in the hills of Santa Barbara, 
California in the western United States. By the 
time the fire was contained on May 18 it had 
burned 8,733 acres (35.34 km2), destroyed 80 
homes and damaged 15 more before being 
100% contained.[1] The cause of the fire was 
ultimately traced to local contractors who had 
left gas cans and hot equipment unattended 
in dry brush after clearing part of the Jesusita 
trail using a weed whacker without any 
permits or the permission of the landowner. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Barbara,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesusita_Fire#cite_note-CDF-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weed_wacker
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Let’s Talk Annual Grasses in Highly Disturbed Soils

19

Annual ryegrass, often resistant to glyphosate, is one of the worst annuals on CA ROW
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Mowing Versus Pre-emergent Herbicides

• Public Expense?

• Public Safety?

• Employee Safety?

• Wildlife Safety?

Photo by Marvin Clark
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Santa Clara County Roads 
Central Expressway on 9/23/08

7 oz Milestone ® VM + 20 oz 
Dimension ® Ultra plus Glyphosate  

8 Months After Treatment
Applied February 2008



Agriculture Division of DowDuPont

Santa Clara County Roads Case History: 
Mowing vs. Herbicide Program

• July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010

• Mowing costs = $822/acre
• Labor & equipment on 916 acres

• Spraying costs = $275/acre
• Material, labor and equipment on 298 acres

• Materials: Herbicides + surfactants = $75/ac
= Dimension® + Milestone® + Glyphosate + surfactant

• Labor and equipment = $200/acre

2018 Update:  Back to Spraying! 
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San Mateo County
San Jose Mercury News

January 17, 2012
• “About half of the roadside weeds typically were sprayed at a cost of 

about $414 per mile per year and the rest mowed down at a cost of 
about $3,000 per mile per year.”

• So for 314 road miles, mowing was over 7 times more expensive than 
herbicides
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Mowing:
It’s Expensive! Is it Dangerous?
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Mowing Is Dangerous…
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Okay. Is Mowing Safe for Wildlife? 
What is the survival of small animals in the “mow zone”?
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When is the Last Time Your Pre-emergent Herbicides…

• Started a Fire?

• Caused an Amputation?

• Killed Someone?

• Killed Wildlife?
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Pre-emergent Herbicides are…

•Economical

•Efficient

•Environmentally Friendly
•Don’t start Fires
•Don’t kill wildlife

•Ethically a good choice
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Thank You and Please Zoom Safely!

ZOOMING

Photo Courtesy of Marvin Clark


