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Figure 2.5 Range of subalpine and Pacific silver fir
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B Pacific silver fir (Abies amabilis) along the Pacific Slope”
* based on Littie (1971).Griffin and Crifchfield (1976). and Van Peil (2001)

Pacific silver fir Abies amabilis
P bark has distinct recrangular-blocking plarelets oy

wundersides of the needles are flush
with striking stomatal bloom

\¥

» l =
. ——

Vl_)pright cones are pur_plish and clustered near tops of trees i

r e

Tree: to 225' tall and 7" DBH Bark: smooth gray when young, becoming silvery-white
with age, generally smooth, but with linear blocky plates divided by narrow furrowing
Needles: up to 1.5% tending to cluster on upper part of branch, pointing sideways ang
forward, some twisting; dzuglc green above in distinct conerast to underside, which has
well defined, brighe wﬁitc stomatal bloom; distinct notches at blunt tips Cones: 3”-67,
standing npright, purple to pm'ple-brown, clusrering near top Habitat: preferring cool,
moist, north-facing slopes of mountains above 3,000” in northern and 5,200’ in southern
part of range; partial to sites with heavy snowpack Observations: common throughout
Olympic, Mount Rainier, and North Cascades national parks, less common southward
along Pacific Slope Remarks: southernmost stands occur in California’s Marble Moun-
tain %V”ildcmcss, can be confused with white and gmnd fir; does not occur more than 150
miles inland; reportedly retains some needles for >50 years
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Pacific silver fir (Abies amabilis) forest pests in California

‘, };‘(-1; "r v~
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bear (Ursus americanus) fir-engraver beetle

western spruce budworm
(Scolylus ventralis) (Choristeneura occidentalis),
Douglas-fir tussock moth
(Orygia pseudotsugata), or
balsam woolly aphid (Adelg-
es piceqge)
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Marble Mountain Wilderness




Pacific silver fir

Marhle Mountain Wilderess

N
Y

Google Eart‘h 4 L~ ' 3% 2 | :‘-_ 2000 ft |







1%
=
=
- =

£
— D
o =
> =
=
—-—
g
0 2
N =
= =
g 2
® =
o =

=

Google Earth










