
Discovery and 
Management of 
Invasive Nutria 
in California

Valerie Cook Fletcher
Invasive Species Program 



Nutria (Myocastor coypus)

• Large, semi-aquatic rodent 
• Fresh and brackish waters

• Native to South America 

• Introduced for fur trade 

• Declared eradicated in 1970s



Identification



Biology/Ecology

• Reproductive by 4-6 months
• ≤ 3 litters/13 months

• Live in social groups 
• Dispersal ≤ 50 mi

• Avg. home range size < 25 acres
• Movement 2 miles from den

Urban Dallas/Fort Worth –photos Chris Jackson





Response in California



Impacts
• Consume ≤ 25% of their weight each day

• Prefer basal portion of emergent vegetation
• Destroy up to 10x the amount consumed

• Severe erosion, conversion to open water



Impacts



Impacts
• Burrowing damages infrastructure and levees

• 3-18’ deep, may extend ≤ 150’ into bank



Impacts - Louisiana
• Coastwide Nutria Control Program

• Incentives - $5/tail, 250 – 350 trappers

• Since 2002, 5 M harvested ($24 M)

• Estimated > 100K coastal acres damaged



Impacts – Chesapeake Bay
• Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Project (CBNEP)

• Led by USDA-Wildlife Services and USFWS

• $15.8 M over 15 years

• Over 14K nutria removed



Population Control
Native range Louisiana Chesapeake Bay California?

https://youtu.be/bzW9nCneV70




Response in California
• CDFW survey/trapping teams

• San Joaquin Valley (3)
• Delta (2)

• Wildlife Service trappers (3*)

• CDFA survey teams (3- N Delta)

• Other CDFW efforts
• Access agreements
• Outreach
• Interagency coordination



CBNEP Eradication Strategy
• 40-acre grid 

• Access permits

• 5-phase strategy:

• Survey

• Classifying habitat suitability

• Confirmed/potential sign

• Cameras/monitoring platforms

• Knock-down

• Mop-up

• Verification

• Surveillance



Response in California

• Gaps in property access

• Long-term funding

• Grants

• Wildlife Conservation Board

• State Wildlife Grant (USFWS)

• SSJ Delta Conservancy Prop 1 grants

• Next steps:

• Judas nutria/telemetry

• Detection dogs



Questions?

Report sightings to:
(866) 440-9530

OR
invasives@wildlife.ca.gov

Additional information:
www.wildlife.ca.gov/nutria

Valerie.Cook-Fletcher@wildlife.ca.gov
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